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Lucia Rapanotti, Production Manager and co-Chair of the

Virtual MPhil. She is a Senior Lecturer in the Computing Department, with a
Laurea Cum Laude (Milan, Italy) and a PhD (Newcastle upon Tyne, UK) in
Computer Science. She is a Member of the Editorial Board of Expert Systems
and a Member of the BCS. Previously she was Editor-in-Chief of Expert .
Systems, and Secretary of the BCS Requirements Engineering Specialist Group.
Her main research focus is the engineering design of software intensive
systems, and she has published widely in international conferences and
journals. She is a member of numerous international programme committees.
Lucia has been with the OU since 1996. She has worked on many courses and
award boards at undergraduate and postgraduate levels, with roles which span
from educational software design to academic authoring and editing, to
production and presentation chair.

For more information, please see http://mcs.open.ac.uk/Ir38/.

Leonor Barroca, co-Chair of the Virtual MPhil. She is a

Senior Lecturer in the Computing Department with a PhD (Univ. Southampton)
in Computer Science. Her research is in the Software Engineering area where
she has published in international conferences and journals and been a member
of international conferences programme committees.

Leonor has been with the OU since 1994, mainly involved in the Computing
postgraduate programme, having chaired the whole programme and the
production and presentation of several of its courses. She is currently chairing
M885 (Analysis and Design of Enterprise Systems) and recently been an author
in M363 (Software Engineering with Objects). She is the Postgraduate
Admissions Tutor for Computing, and she is also a member of the NIIT
partnership team.
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Maria Vargas-Vera, Academic Member of the Virtual

MPhil. She is a Lecturer in the Computing Department. She received her PhD
from the Artificial Intelligence Department at Edinburgh University in 1995. Her
current research focuses on Automatic Construction of Ontologies from Text,
Ontology Mapping and E-Learning Applications using Semantic Web
Technologies. Dr Vargas-Vera has published research papers in international
conferences and journals and she is also a member of program committees of
international conferences and workshops. Dr Vargas-Vera is an Associated
Editor of the Journal of Emerging Technologies in Web Intelligence (JETWI),
“Revista Iberoamericana Computacion y Sistemas” and the International
Journal of Knowledge and Learning (1JKL).
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